I:C GENERATIONAL ASPECTS OF ECONOMIC FRAGMENTATION
A widening wealth gap has intensified the cost-of-living crisis facing young adults, who contend with historically high levels of student loan debt, rising housing costs, and barriers that hinder wealth accumulation and long-term financial stability. This growing economic fragmentation indicates that, for the foreseeable future, younger generations will encounter significantly greater financial challenges than their predecessors.
As local leaders in the banking and financial services sector, you are uniquely positioned to promote financial literacy and support young adults in strengthening their financial capabilities. Analyze the factors contributing to the current generational wealth gap and propose strategies financial institutions can implement to help young adults improve their economic health, financial security, and overall quality of life.

II:A THE DECLINE OF COMMUNITY ‘TOGETHERNESS’
	You are members of a community development organization in a rural town in Minnesota. In recent years, the community has experienced a notable decline in participation across local events and civic activities, including county fairs, farmers’ markets, town celebrations, and local government engagement. Your objective is to stabilize and ultimately increase community participation over the next three years.
 	As a group, identify the key factors contributing to this decline and develop a three-year strategic timeline outlining three to five realistic and sustainable initiatives aimed at revitalizing community engagement and strengthening civic participation moving forward.

I:B GENDER ASPECTS OF ECONOMIC FRAGMENTATION
	Wealth distribution in the United States remains highly unequal, and although gender-based economic disparities have narrowed over the past several decades, women continue to face a significant wage gap despite gains in educational attainment.
As a group of policy analysts, you are tasked with developing a prioritized list of three potential solutions to reduce gender-driven economic fragmentation. They should be data-driven and prioritize the strategies most likely to have an impact on reducing inequality and promoting economic opportunity for women.
